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For many, it means that he's the one who’s
responsible for the warm, cozy feelings that
come over us — the "Christmas-y" kind of
feelings we have get from time to time: when
“all” you want is world peace and a happy family,
when you feel in total harmony with your friends
and relations and wish everyone else could, too.

What about when you don't feel that way? What
about when you're worried about climate change
or global warfare or you get passed over at work,
or your kids don't call, or your friends take
advantage of you...again. Is God with you then?

If we're honest, it doesn't feel like he is.

The promise of Christmas is that he IS, even
when we don't feel like he is. He IS, even when
that “Christmas feeling” feels as far as could be
... (which — for many — ironically is all too often

on Christmas Day itself!) But God IS with is, so
while he IS behind the warm, cozy feelings, he is
also aware of our every action, thought, and
attitude. He IS there to underwrite every risk we
take ... for him.

God IS with us. This is the word we need to
share with our friends today. Not that he'll make
them feel better all the time. But that he is God,
and he knows. He is God, and he helps. He is
God, and he expects something of us.

Over the coming weeks we hope you will share
this word with your friends, family and
neighbours by using the invitation cards we have
printed (see front) inviting them to come to two
special Christmas services. On Dec. 15 at
0:00pm we will host a Christmas Carol
Celebration where we will sing our favourites,
and on Dec. 24 (also at 6:00pm) we will host our

annual Candelight Christmas Eve service. At
both services I will preach a short Gospel
presentation. And on Dec, 8, 9, 10 at 6:00 we
hope that you will consider joining us to to reach

If God IS with us, he will be with those who
don't know him yet ... through US!

Praying you and yours have blessed Christmas
season and a Happy New Year in which you
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out to our neighborhood by caroling door-to-
door and passing out invitations! This is not the
Gospel “hard sell” that scares most of us. It's a
friendly invitation to those around us to sing
their favourite songs in a beautiful space, close
to some familiar, friendly faces! It's an invitation
to rediscover the TRUTH behind the feeling,
that IS the enchantment of Christmas.

This month we will also be studying the words
of some of our most beloved carols on
Wednesday nights! And of course, we will be
praying. As I have been saying, I believe that
prayer meetings are a must — at least they are for
any congregation that wants to see God at work.
(I can't imagine any congregation of believers
who wouldn’t!) The church is the way that God
has chosen to make his presence known and
keenly felt in the world at large.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CAROLLING, CAROLLING HERE WE GO...
Join us at 6:00 on Dec. 8,9 & 10 as we carol through
Bethesda’s neighborhood invite our friends on the
block to our Christmas Services on the 15" & 24™!

CAROLLING, CAROLLING ON WE GO...
On Dec. 19 at 4:00pm meet at Union Gospel
Mission (360 Princess) to go carolling through
UGM’s neighborhood and share the hope of Christ
with many who see very little of the hope that Jesus
gives!

“FAITH MADE SIMPLE” CLASS
Sunday mornings at 11:15am in the Lower Lounge.
For anyone and everyone who wants to know what
it means to be a Christian! The course material is
based on Szmple Truths, a resource in simple English
trom Clear & Simple Media, which has been
translated into many other languages. This class is
taught by Pastor Yuri and replaces the Q&A time
(for now!) Visit asimpleword.org for resources.

know — and feel — that God IS with us!
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Arlene Rempel (broken shoulder)
Christmas Outreach

Canada Post strike

Newcomers to Bethesda

“Faith Made Simple”: Faith Formation Class
“Faith @ Work™: presenters

Kids Ministry: Teachers, too!

Youth Ministry: Leaders, too!

Afghan Families: langnage, culture, school
Andrea & Rick Wittebolle

Andrew Poirier: mental health

Betty Campbell: PCH

Cheryl Warax: Pastor Mark’s sister

Chris Wilcoxson

Don Register: Shelly’s dad

E’s brother in prison

Praise & Prayer! E. passed welding course,
now looking for work

Edwin & Kamala Henry: Esther’s parents
Gail Barnes

George & Lori Manalang

Joan McRae: Misericordia Place

Lawrence & Selma Churchill

Laylee, her sons, and her mother
Marion Hill: Susanne’s Mom

Marye P.: Kathy’s friend — cancer

Mike & Sunny Cheon

Pastor Mark

Patti Poirier: health & strength; travel
Ron De Hoft: Patti’s brother

Shirley Mercer

Tania & Valentyna K.: Kathy’s friends
Venus Cote (kidneys)

World conflicts: Lebanon / Israel | Iran /
Gaza; Ukraine | Russia, ete.




